BOOK REVIEWS profitably for its correlative features. The nature of the subject makes it impossible to scan the book rapidly or to read it through like a novel, but it is nevertheless highly readable throughout. Klein does not hesitate to review critically the data he has assembled, and his detailed salvos at several hypotheses (such as immunological surveillance) make it clear that he is opinionated in the best sense of the word, having appraised his information rather than simply collecting and presenting it. His writing is vigorous and provocative, so that the reader often feels like entering into a dialogue with the author, such as writing a letter beginning, "How dare you assail X's beautiful concepts?" If it is impossible to provide a reasonable summary of This book is a collection of expanded summaries of all the papers presented at the First National Symposium on Sickle Cell Disease. It represents a pool of the recently accumulated data generated to a large extent by the 1972 National Sickle Cell Anemia Control Act. It reflects the scope and direction of the research in this area over the past few years in which there has been particular interest in the molecular and cellular events that lead to the sickled erythrocyte. The renewed interest in pharmacolgic methods of inhibiting sickling is evident with more than 15% of the papers devoted to that subject, the majority dealing with the effects of carbamylation.
As a reference text this volume is clearly limited. Except for Dr. Castle's introductory chapter which lucidly traces the scientific history of sickle cell anemia, the organization is poor. The lack of an index makes retrieval of information and data difficult. The objective of the volume, however, was not to present a cohesive or definitive statement on sickle cell anemia but to rapidly make available current work. For this limited goal the book is an aid to those involved in the field. Undoubtedly many of the papers presented at the Symposium and summarized here will appear in refereed journals with methodology, results, and interpretations appearing in the usual scientific format.
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